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Neither Prosperity nor Peace

d obal i zation was i nposed on the world with a proni se of peace and
prosperity. Instead we are faced with war and economic crisis. Not only
has prosperity proved elusive, the mninal econom c securities of people and
countries are fast di sappearing.

Hunger deaths have started to occur in countries such as Argentina where
hunger was never a problem and starvation has returned to countries |like India
whi ch had driven away fam ne |ike the one of 1942 which killed 2 mllion people
under colonial, and provided food security through public policy shaped by the
denocratic process of an independent and sovereign country. Even the rich
econonm es of U S., Europe and Japan are facing a decline. dobalization has
clearly failed to inprove the well being of citizens or
countries.

It has hel ped sonme corporations increase their profits and markets, but many
corporations |ike AOL/Ti ne Warner and Enron whose non-sustai nable growh was
based on deregul ati on acconpanyi ng gl obal i zati on have thensel ves either gone
bankrupt or lost their value. Follow ng the globalization path
is proving to be a recipe for non-sustainability for the rich and inpoveri shrment
and destitution for the poor.

Peace was the other pronise of globalization but terrorismand war is what we
have inherited. Peace was to be a result of increased global prosperity through
gl obal i zati on. Increased poverty is the unfolding reality. And economnic
insecurity and exclusion is creating conditions for the rise of terrorismand
fundanent al i sm

Economi ¢ and political exclusion, and the erosion of national economnc
sovereignty is making nany young nen turn to terrorismand violence as a way of
achieving their goals. The erosion of econonic nationalismand the growth of
econoni ¢ security is also providing fertile ground for the rise of right wng
fundanmental i st politics, with parties using the reality of economc insecurity
to fan the flames of cultural insecurity, and filling the vacuum |eft by the
col | apse of econonic nationalismand econonic sovereignty with the pseudo
national i st agenda of "cultural nationalisni.

At the global level, the rhetoric of "clash of civilizations", and the war

agai nst Islamperforns the sanme function as the exclusivist political agendas of
cul tural nationalismand fundanentalist ideology at the

national |evel

The Convergence of fundmentalism

Two forns of fundanentalismseemto be converging and beconing nutual ly
reinforcing and nmutual |l y supporti ve.



The first is the market fundanentalismof globalization itself. This
fundamentalismredefines |life as commodity, society as econony, and the narket
as the neans and end of the hunman enterprise. The nmarket is being made the
organi zing principle for the provisioning of food, water, health, education and
ot her basic needs, it is being nmade the organi zing principle for governance, it
i s being nmade the neasure of our humanity.

Qur being human is no | onger predicated on the fundamental human rights
enshrined in all constitutions and in the U N declaration of humanrights.

It is now conditional on our ability to "buy" our needs on the gl obal

mar ket pl ace in which the conditions of life -- food, water, health, know edge
have beconme the ultimte comopdities controlled by a handful of
corporations.In the market fundamentalism of globalization, everything is a
commodity, everything is for sale. Nothing is sacred, there are no fundanental
rights of citizens and no fundanental duties of governnents.

The mar ket fundanmentali sm of gl obalization and the econom c excl usi on i nherent
toit is giving rise to, and being reinforced and supported by politics of
exclusion emerging in the formof political parties based on "religious
fundanent al i sm'/ xenophobi a/ et hni ¢ cl eansi ng and rei nforcenent of patriarchies
and castism The culture of commodification has increased viol ence against
worren, whether it is in the formof rising donestic violence, increasing cases
of rape, an epidenm c of fenale foeticide, and increased
trafficking in women.

G obalization as a patriarchal project has reinforced patriarchal exclusions.
Atrocities against dalits have al so seen an increase as a result of
gl obal i zati on, with higher castes enjoying new power with their
integration into the global market place and al so wanting to usurp the
resources of the poor and marginalized, especially dalits and tribals, for
conmerci al exploitation. Land reformlaws, which made the land rights of dalits
i nal i enabl e have been undone. An attenpt is under way to undo the
constitutional
protection of tribal land rights under Schedule V o the Constitution. \Wnen,
dalits, tribals, mnorities are special victins of the social and econonmc
i npact of globalization. New novenents of solidarity such as the
I ndi an Peopl e’ s Canpai gn against WT.O. are forging new alliances between
di verse novenments. However, people’s novenents are being overtaken by the
emergi ng politics of exclusion.

Econom ¢ insecurity makes citizens vulnerable to politics based on excl usion.
For those in power, or seeking power, a politics of exclusion is becomn ng
political a necessity. It becomes necessary for filling the
vacuum created by the demnmi se of econom c sovereignty and the welfare state and
substituting a politics based on economic rights with politics identity.

It becones necessary for deflecting public attention away fromthe negative
i mpact of globalization and explaining the lack of jobs and Iivelihoods, and
the lack of basic needs satisfaction which result fromeconomic globalization in
terms of conpetition for scarce jobs and resources from"mnorities" and
"imm grants”. Fundanental i sm and xenophobi a energe as handmai dens of corporate
gl obal i zati on, dividing, diverting and distracting people, and thus providing
insularity and imunity to the gl obalization project.

In India, every vote since 1991 has been a vote against globalization and trade
liberalization which is creating 10 mllion new unenpl oyed people every year, is
pauperi zi ng the peasantry and disenfranchising the margi nalized. This changed in



2002 with the Gujarat elections which followed the nassacre of 2000 Muslins and
the violent engineering of the electoral agenda away from basic needs to a

majority -- mnority conflict and contest. The arithnetic guaranteed victory to
the party which had created a divide between the mgjority and mnority
conmunities and sown nutual fear and hatred through rapes and killings. This

viol ent and excl usivi st agenda is now bei ng devel oped for all forthcom ng
el ecti ons.

And while the killings were underway, and national concern was focussed on
fighting comunal i sm and fundanmentali sm the globalization agenda was put on
fast forward. GMOs were given cl earance, Patent |laws were changed to all ow
patents on life, a new water policy was introduced based on water privatization,
and new policies were introduced to dismantle farners livelihood security and
peopl e’ s food security. The 2003 budget has further pushed the globalization
agenda, using the diversion of comrmunal and religious
divide to dissipate denocratic opposition.

Inthe U S and UK., the war against Irag has becone a convenient diversion
fromissues of globalization and the rise in unenpl oynent and econonic
insecurity. A politics of hate is beconming the indirect support for the failed
and failing project of globalization.

We need a new politics of solidarity and peace which sinultaneously addresses
vi ol ent and exclusion inherent to globalization, the violence of terrorismand
fundanmental i sm and the viol ence of war. The different fornms of violence and
different forns of fundanentalism have comobn roots, and
need a comon response. dobalization is intolerant of econonic
decentralization, econonm c denocracy and econom ¢ diversity. Terrorism and
fundanentalismare intolerant of cultural diversity. And the war nmachine is
intolerant of the "other" and of peaceful resolution of conflict.

The response to globalization is the protection and defense of our diverse
econonies at |ocal and national |levels. The response to fundamentalismis
celebrating our cultural diversities. The response to war is the
recognition that the "other" is not a threat but the very precondition of our
bei ng.

| magi ne how different the world would be if it was based on a phil osophy of
mut ual interdependence instead of the current dom nant phil osophy which is
based on "If | have to be, you nust be exterm nated" -- or "Your existence is a
threat to ny existence"

In the world based on interdependence rather than dom nation, exclusion,
exterm nati on, Mnsanto would not push a TRIPS agreenent that treats the farners
whose seeds Monsanto has patented at "thieves". Mnsanto, Syngenta, Ricetec and
ot her Biopirates would recognize that their breeding is based
on prior breeding by farners.

If Biotech corporations could see that hunmanity depends on biodiversity, and
food security needs pollinators and diverse plant species, they would not
depl oy genetically engineering Bt crops which kill bees and
butterflies, they would not create herbicide resistant plants and w pe out
pl ant diversity.

If President Bush could see the Tigris and Euphrates and t he Mesopotamn an



civilization as ancestors and recognize our common roots in a comon evol ution,
he woul d not be rushing in to wipe out the historical roots with unmanned bonbs
and weapons of mass destruction.

If those who control capital could see that their wealth enbodi es nature’s
creativity and people’s |abour, they woul d not be creating rules of trade that
destroy nature and the livelihoods.

The fundanentalism of the market and the fundanentalism of ideol ogies of hate
and intol erance are rooted in fear -- fear of the other, fear of the capacity
and creativity of the other, fear of the sovereignty of the other.

W are witnessing the worst expressions of organized viol ence of humanity

agai nst humanity because we are witnessing the w ping out of philosophies of

i ncl usi on, conpassion and solidarity. This is the highest cost of globalization
-- it is destroying our very capacity to be hunan.

Redi scovering our humanity is the highest inperative to resist and reverse this
i nhuman project. The debate on gl obalization is not about the market or the
econony. It is about renenbering our conmmon humanity. And the danger of
forgetting the neaning of being hunan.



